
 new 
 york 
 history

SU
M

M
ER

 2
02

0

VO
LU

ME
 10

1, 
NU

MB
ER

 1

SP
EC

IA
L 

IS
SU

E

TH
E 

M
EA

NI
NG

 O
F 

TH
E 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 R
EV

OL
UT

IO
N



editorial board
Robert Chiles, Senior Lecturer, Department of History, University of Maryland

Devin R. Lander, New York State Historian

Jennifer Lemak, Chief Curator of History, New York State Museum

Michael J. McGandy, Senior Editor, Cornell University Press (ex officio)

Aaron Noble, Senior Historian and Curator, New York State Museum

social media coordinator Danielle Funicello 

New York History (ISSN 0146-437x) is a peer reviewed journal published two times a year by Cornell University Press in 
partnership with The New York State Museum. Postage is paid at Ithaca, NY 14850 and additional mailing offices.  
POSTMASTER: Send all address changes to Cornell University Press, 512 East State Street, Ithaca NY 14850.

New York History is available in print and electronically Project Muse (http://muse.jhu.edu). Cornell University Press does 
not assume responsibility for statements of fact or opinions made by contributors. Unlicensed distribution of all materials 
(including figures, tables, and other content) is prohibited. Communications about subscriptions, back issues, reproduc-
tions and permissions, and other business matters should be sent to Cornell University Press (nyhjournal@cornell.edu). 
Digital and print subscriptions, for individuals and institutions, may be ordered via Project Muse (https://www.press.jhu 
.edu/cart/for-sale?oc=3729). Single print copies and print back issues are available for $20.00. For subscriptions and in-
dividual issues, inquiries and orders may be made by email, nyhjournal@cornell.edu, or by mail: New York History Journal, 
Cornell University Press, 512 East State Street, Ithaca NY 14850.

Submitted articles should address, in an original fashion, some aspect of New York State history. Articles that deal with the 
history of other areas or with general American history must have a direct bearing on New York State history. It is assumed 
that the article will have some new, previously unexploited material to offer or will present new insights or new interpreta-
tions. Editorial communications, including article submissions, should be sent to the Editorial Board via email (NYHJ 
@nysed.gov) Suggested length is 20-30 double spaced pages (or between 6,000 and 9,000 words), including foot-
notes. All submitted articles must include a 100-word abstract summarizing the article and providing keywords (no more 
than 10). Authors must submit articles electronically, with all text in Word and all tables, figures, and images in formats 
supported by Microsoft Windows. Provision of images in proper resolution (no less than 300 dpi at 5” x 7”), securing 
requisite permissions, and the payment of any fees associated with images for articles are all the responsibility of the au-
thor. New York History employs, with some modification, footnote forms suggested in the Chicago Manual of Style. More 
detailed submissions guidelines are to be found on the research and collections page of the New York State Museum: 
http://www.nysm.nysed.gov/research-collections/state-history/resources/new-york-history-journal

Cover art: La destruction de la statue royale a Nouvelle Yorck, print, 1776. Courtesy of New York 
State Museum Collections.

advisory board
Paula Baker, Ohio State University

Thomas D. Beal, SUNY Oneonta

Patricia Bonomi, New York University

Kelly Yacobucci Farquhar, Montgomery County 

Department of History and Archives

Leslie E. Fishbein, Rutgers University– 

New Brunswick

James D. Folts, New York State Archives

Michael Galban, Ganondagan State Historic 

Site

Timothy Gilfoyle, Loyola University Chicago

Susan Goodier, SUNY Oneonta

Georgette Grier-Key, Eastville Community 

Historical Society

Kenneth T. Jackson, Columbia University

Lisa Keller, Purchase College SUNY

Monica L. Mercado, Colgate University

D.L. Noorlander, SUNY Oneonta

Timothy J. Shannon, Gettysburg College

Robert W. Snyder, Rutgers University–Newark

Ivan D. Steen, Professor Emeritus, University  

at Albany

Thomas S. Wermuth, Marist College

Oscar Williams, University at Albany

 
 



 v Letter from the Editors
  robert chiles, devin lander, jennifer lemak, aaron noble, and danielle funiciello

 vii Contributors

  ARTICLES
 1 Remembering Revolution: Commemorating  

Thomas Paine and the Progressive Afterlives  
of the American Revolution

  michael crowder

 19  Burning Memories: The Destruction of Kingston  
and the Gubernatorial Election of 1798

  robb k. haberman

 30  Citizenship and the Memory of the American Revolution  
in Nineteenth-Century Political Culture

  michael d. hattem

 54  Loyalism and the Liberty Boys: Popular Politics and  
Allegiance in British New York

  christopher f. minty

 79  “These are the Times,” or, in Other Words:  
Thomas Paine’s 1776 Wartime Journalism

  mariam touba

 94  Curia advisari vult: The Early Jurisprudence  
of New York’s Court for the Correction of Errors

  kate elizabeth brown

 114  New York Militia and Opposition to the War of 1812
  harvey strum

  FEATURES
 133  Artifact NY: The Two Sides of an Anti-Paine Pitcher
  nora slonimsky

 136  Teach NY: New York City’s Female Founders
  alisa wade

contents

Volume 101, Number 1



  BOOK REVIEWS
 142  Virginia DeJohn Anderson’s The Martyr and the Traitor:  

Nathan Hale, Moses Dunbar, and the American Revolution
  andrew kettler 

 145  Todd W. Braisted’s Grand Forage 1778:  
The Battleground around New York City

  michael p. gabriel 

 147  Andrew Feffer’s Bad Faith:  
Teachers, Liberalism, and the Origins of McCarthyism

  stephen leberstein 

 150  Susan Goodier and Karen Pastorello’s Women  
Will Vote: Winning Suffrage in New York State 

  natalie a. naylor 

 152  Daniel Inouye’s Distant Islands: The Japanese  
American Community in New York City, 1876-1930s

  bo tao 

 155  Melissa Otis’ Rural Indigenousness: A History of  
Iroquoian and Algonquian Peoples of the Adirondacks

  elana krischer 

 157  Steven Carl Smith’s An Empire of Print: The New York  
Publishing Trade in the Early American Republic

  joshua p. canale 

 160  Susan Stessin-Cohn and Ashley Hurlburt-Blagini’s  
In Defiance: Runaways from Slavery in New York’s 
Hudson River Valley 1735-1831

  patricia m. muhammad 

 162  J. Van den Hout’s Adriaen van der Donck:  
A Dutch Rebel in Seventeenth-Century America

  shaun sayres 

  PUBLIC HISTORY REVIEW
 165  Kehinde Wiley’s Rumors of War
  dominique jean-louis 

  FILM REVIEW
 172  Kasi Lemmons’s Harriet 
  richard bell 



letter from the editors

This issue of New York History was produced 
during a time of historical uncertainty in our state 
and nation as the world dealt with the vicious 
COVID-19 virus. It is our sincere hope that all 
of our readers and contributors are as safe and 
healthy as possible during these trying times. And, 
it is our sincere hope that the schools, colleges, uni-
versities, museums, archives, libraries, and histori-
cal sites that make up New York’s diverse and vital 
historical community can fully emerge from this 
disaster and continue their important work.

Also at the time of publication our nation is 
engaged in protests as well as historical debates 
inflamed by the brutal killing of George Floyd and 
the broader intransigence of racism in America. 
In this context, the editors echo the sentiments ex-
pressed by the New York State Education Depart-
ment Board of Regents: “America’s greatness lies in 
our diversity, our tolerance, and our willingness to 
accept and welcome others. These are our nation’s 
founding principles. Sadly, these very ideals are 
now under attack, as some seek to divide us based 
on our differences. But we know that, ultimately, 
civility, dignity, compassion, and respect will  
prevail—they will unify us and will lift us up as a 
state and as a nation. As a society, we must do bet-
ter. This is a time to come together.” —The Editors

Among the most significant contemporary 
debates related to American political and social 
identity is that of historical commemoration, 
encompassing timely questions of historical 
relevance, commemorative practice, and the 
modern significance of figures from the American 
past. From the moment copies of Common Sense 
hit the streets of Philadelphia in January 1776, 
Thomas Paine’s life and works have remained 
central to the meaning of the American Revo-
lution—and the site of conflict over the legacy 
of the War for Independence and the divergent 
interpretations of American nationhood in the 
succeeding centuries.

For issue 101.1 of New York History, we are 
proud to partner with Professors Nora Slonimsky 
and Michael Crowder from the Institute for 
Thomas Paine Studies (ITPS) at Iona College to 
present a series of thematic articles exploring the 
significance and commemoration of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary era. Inspired by conversations 
initiated at the ITPS Patriot’s Day Symposium 
in April 2019, articles in this issue by Michael 
Crowder, Robb Haberman, Michael D. Hat-
tem, Christopher F. Minty, and Mariam Touba 
explore the broad themes of commemoration 
and politics through multiple methodological 
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lenses—particular public history. The Artifact 
NY feature by Nora Slonimsky utilizes mate-
rial culture to analyze these themes and Alisa 
Wade’s Teach NY provides a teaching module 
that helps students better integrate women into 
the political culture of late-eighteenth century 
New York City.

The issue proceeds chronologically from 
the Revolution into the Early Republican pe-
riod via Kate Brown’s article analyzing several 
key early decisions handed down by New York’s 
Court for the Correction of Errors—decisions 
that pragmatically balanced competing class 
interests within the Empire State’s increasingly 
sophisticated commercial polity while simulta-
neously elevating the Court to national promi-
nence. The final full-length article in this issue 
considers a time when New York State once 

again played a prominent role in a conflict with 
Great Britain: Harvey Strum’s essay on antiwar 
sentiment among members of the New York State 
Militia during the War of 1812 highlights the fact 
that the political divides between Republicans 
and Federalists that began in the days following 
American Independence remained contentious 
over twenty years later.

As always, we are thankful to the journal’s 
Advisory Board for their continued support and 
guidance and to the authors featured in this is-
sue for their hard work and dedication to their 
scholarship. And, we remain ever grateful to our 
readers, whose continued interest in New York’s 
vibrant history allows this journal to thrive. 

Sincerely,

The Editors: Robert Chiles, Devin Lander,  
Jennifer Lemak, Aaron Noble and  
Danielle Funiciello
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