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letter from the editors

This issue of New York History was produced 
during a time of historical uncertainty in our state 
and nation as the world dealt with the vicious 
COVID-19 virus. It is our sincere hope that all 
of our readers and contributors are as safe and 
healthy as possible during these trying times. And, 
it is our sincere hope that the schools, colleges, uni-
versities, museums, archives, libraries, and histori-
cal sites that make up New York’s diverse and vital 
historical community can fully emerge from this 
disaster and continue their important work.

Also at the time of publication our nation is 
engaged in protests as well as historical debates 
inflamed by the brutal killing of George Floyd and 
the broader intransigence of racism in America. 
In this context, the editors echo the sentiments ex-
pressed by the New York State Education Depart-
ment Board of Regents: “America’s greatness lies in 
our diversity, our tolerance, and our willingness to 
accept and welcome others. These are our nation’s 
founding principles. Sadly, these very ideals are 
now under attack, as some seek to divide us based 
on our differences. But we know that, ultimately, 
civility, dignity, compassion, and respect will  
prevail—they will unify us and will lift us up as a 
state and as a nation. As a society, we must do bet-
ter. This is a time to come together.” —The Editors

Among the most significant contemporary 
debates related to American political and social 
identity is that of historical commemoration, 
encompassing timely questions of historical 
relevance, commemorative practice, and the 
modern significance of figures from the American 
past. From the moment copies of Common Sense 
hit the streets of Philadelphia in January 1776, 
Thomas Paine’s life and works have remained 
central to the meaning of the American Revo-
lution—and the site of conflict over the legacy 
of the War for Independence and the divergent 
interpretations of American nationhood in the 
succeeding centuries.

For issue 101.1 of New York History, we are 
proud to partner with Professors Nora Slonimsky 
and Michael Crowder from the Institute for 
Thomas Paine Studies (ITPS) at Iona College to 
present a series of thematic articles exploring the 
significance and commemoration of the Ameri-
can Revolutionary era. Inspired by conversations 
initiated at the ITPS Patriot’s Day Symposium 
in April 2019, articles in this issue by Michael 
Crowder, Robb Haberman, Michael D. Hat-
tem, Christopher F. Minty, and Mariam Touba 
explore the broad themes of commemoration 
and politics through multiple methodological 
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lenses—particular public history. The Artifact 
NY feature by Nora Slonimsky utilizes mate-
rial culture to analyze these themes and Alisa 
Wade’s Teach NY provides a teaching module 
that helps students better integrate women into 
the political culture of late-eighteenth century 
New York City.

The issue proceeds chronologically from 
the Revolution into the Early Republican pe-
riod via Kate Brown’s article analyzing several 
key early decisions handed down by New York’s 
Court for the Correction of Errors—decisions 
that pragmatically balanced competing class 
interests within the Empire State’s increasingly 
sophisticated commercial polity while simulta-
neously elevating the Court to national promi-
nence. The final full-length article in this issue 
considers a time when New York State once 

again played a prominent role in a conflict with 
Great Britain: Harvey Strum’s essay on antiwar 
sentiment among members of the New York State 
Militia during the War of 1812 highlights the fact 
that the political divides between Republicans 
and Federalists that began in the days following 
American Independence remained contentious 
over twenty years later.

As always, we are thankful to the journal’s 
Advisory Board for their continued support and 
guidance and to the authors featured in this is-
sue for their hard work and dedication to their 
scholarship. And, we remain ever grateful to our 
readers, whose continued interest in New York’s 
vibrant history allows this journal to thrive. 

Sincerely,

The Editors: Robert Chiles, Devin Lander,  
Jennifer Lemak, Aaron Noble and  
Danielle Funiciello
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